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^ NPS Draws CTE Educators 

III from Around the Country 


NPS PROVIDED CTE 
PROFESSIONALS WITH 
AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO KEEP ABREAST OF 
DEVELOPMENTS ON 
CAPITOL HIU WITH 
PRESENTATIONS FROM 
KEYNOTE PRESENTERS 
SUCH AS OFFICE OF 
VOCATIONAL AND 
ADULT EDUCATION CHIEF 
BRENDA DANN-MESSIER, 
AND THE EMPLOYMENT 
AND TRAINING 
ADMINISTRATION'S 
JANE OATES. 
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C AREER AND TECHNICAL 
EDUCATORS DESCENDED 
ON ARLINGTON, VirginiH, 

Ibr the A.*i^^Dciaiion Ibr Career aiifl 'lechiii- 
cal ILducatioirs lACTEy National Policy 
Seminar (NPS'u March B - 10, The event 
j>ro\ ided career and technical education 
(CTE) professiouals with an Q|){x>ri unity 
to keep abrc‘ast ofdevelopmemii on CUipl- 
tol Hill witli proicntatioiiH from ktyiiole 
pn^stnuent Brenda Datm-MesKier, assistant 
secreiai'V'^ Oflicc of Vocational and Adult 
Educatioti (0\/\E> and Jane Oates, 
assistant secretary, Employment and 
Trainiii][; Administration, Other present- 
ers included congressional sia(lfi*rs and 
iX‘pn"sentativTs J'rom orgaiiiaa lions sucti 
as the National Governors Association 
(NGAj, U,S, Chanilx'r ofCIonimerce, the 
National Association of Stale Dirc'ctorsof 
Career T'echnical Education Consortium 
I NASlXrrEc), American \buili Policy 
Forum (AVPF)j and the National Educa- 
tion Association, 

_)aii Bray, ACTE's executivx* dirt^ctor, 
kicked olTNPS by noting that CrFE and 
die success of the Anierican economy are 
inextricably linked, 

‘‘Everyone is looking to Cri'E to solve 
the problems of our count rv' — Are we 
ready to respond?^' 

Bray said CfFE needs to embrace a 
mindset of transformation. Part of this 
iraiisformational thinking, she said, will 
lx* a greater locus on data and research to 
highlight the value of CTE hy showing its 
outcomes. In add i lion, ACT"E members 
need to continue pros iding anecdotal 
information to their legislators and com- 
munities about how CTE is making a 
significant contribution by* providing stu- 


dents witli real-world, liands-on learning 
that kee|>s them engaged in school; giving 
students opjx>rt unities to acqitire tcclinical 
skills and to explore careers; and (bsier- 
ing t he learni ng of academics, Cl'E is 
also crucial in giving adults tlie skills and 
training they iiet*d to met*t tiu* dt'inands 
ofaii ever- changing workforce, slie added, 

Bray said there is sirength in nuinlxTs 
and the Associations membership needs 
to Ix' increased to lx>lsicr its |xjwer. To 
that end she urged nieinlxTs to encourage 
their colleague’s who are not meiiibers to 
join. With a larger mcmIxTship, she said, 
ACfFE will liave an even bigger say in 
|x»hcymaking on C^ntol Hill, 

OVAE's Brenda Dann-Messier: 

CTE's Role in the Knowledge- 
hased Economy 

Today's jobseekers face regalities such as 
global ideation and technological ad vances 
that will impact their career prospects, 
said Brenda Dann-Messier, Giving the 
keynote address on Marcli 10, Dann- 
Messier noted that employers want 
employees veho have the right skills to suc- 
ceed in what is a global economy. T hese 
include technical skills and the ability to 
problem solve, communicate elTec lively 
and to innovate. 

Equally imix>rtain are academic cre- 
dentials: many of the fastest growing fields 
will require workers witli a baclielors 
degree, and the United States is falling 
behind its international couiiterf>arts in 
the number of graduates with this creden- 
tial, she noted. The problem is particu- 
larly pn*v*alent in minority populations 
where even fewer graduate f rom college, 
'[lie good news is, though, that CT’E is 


48 T^chfiiqu^i MAT fOlU 


www.oetoonlino.oig 




ill reversing that trend iK'cawM’^ it 
jMJsiti\x?ly artects student outcomes. Daim- 
Messier said rnoie CTE stiickiits aix- going 
on to post secondary' education tlian ever 
iK'Ihrc; in additiotu Cri'E is providing stu- 
dents with technical skills that emplowrs 
want skills for jobs that ran^t be shipped 
ovei’seas. The key, Dami-Mes-sier said* is 
to ensutt' that CVrE programs art* rigor- 
ous and relevant across the board: utiUate 
resc*aieh to determine best practices; atid 
a IX' accountable tlirougli the use of data 
systems. 

0\‘AE is utideriakiiig a number of 
iiiitiati\'es to inipix>\ e worker skills and 
to [>ro\ ide job training opportunUies. 
Among them is the funding of a techni- 
cal assessment academy tlirougli tiie 
National Research Center for Cart*er and 
'rt*clinical Education: helping states — 
sucli as Ohio and Newjersey — take 
their green programs to scale: impim ing 
rural schools and comiiiunities by the 
implementation of carter dusters an<l 
S'l'EM prog rani II ling; working with other 
agencies such as the l^bor De|;>arimenl 
to develop best practice initiativ'es and job 
training opjxmuiiilies in e\}>aiidiiig areas 
such as eiiergx^ and imestiiig a projxjscd 
$12 billion in community colleges through 
the American Graduation Initiative to 



A NPS convflfvod hundreds ol CTE edwcoloo in AHingron, Virginio, ^AarcK 840, wbor© 
A th«y w«r« privy to pf«s«nlolio€ki ond work»hopi on )h« bivsl d«v»loprn«nlt in CIE. 



— ACTE j^oiidont Ed Mobtl inrroducos BrnrKki DonrHMojjief, owiitont socretory, 
A Office of Vocotlonol ond Addt Educattoo, (or the keynote oddrefs on Morch 10. 


The Administration’s Plan 

Roberto Rodriguez, special assistant to the 
president for education, Domestic Policy Coun- 
cil, The White House, gave the keynote address 
during the Opening General Session on March 
8. He outlined the Administration's initidtives. 
They include: 

* The American Graduation Initiative, 
which focuses on cradledo-careef 
education for students; it will be jointly 
facilitated by the White House, the 
U.S. Department of Education and the 
U.S. Department of Labor Community 
colleges will benefit from a proposed 


SI 2 billion for higher education. 

• The Elementary and Secondary Educa- 
tion Act (ESEA), which is a "key domestic 
priority" for President Obama. The presi- 
dent has noted that the achievement gap 
between wealthy and economically 
vulnerable communities is harming 
American competition, and this can only 
be helped by a commitment to CTE, 
Rodriguez said. 

• A commitment to "educate our way to a 
stronger economy.' Rodriguez cited the S70 
billion allocated to education in the Ameri- 
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 


• The Race to the Top competition and 
its intent to make education 'more fair 
and equitable," and the potential of the 
Graduation Promise Fund, included in the 
SAFRA bill, which invests in secondary 
education to prevent dropout 

• Current and future initiatives to 
accelerate success in educational re- 
form by changing policies and practices 
at state and local levels— especially in 
advancing teacher development through 
relevant training within preparatory and 
support programs. □ 
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pn^paro workers in the fastest growing; 
hdds such as green and iiilbrinatioii 
tecliiiologyv 

Daini-MessitT said C-TB has a window 
of op^M>riuinty to regally make a diderence. 
“We have a once in a lifetime cliaiice to 
create real change: but it will not occur 
without commiimenn” 

Jane Oates: Making 
Linkages that Work 

One of the challenges facing the 
held is to ensure that pmgranimiiig is 


Principles for 
Learning Unveiled 

A Coalition of seven education foundations 
has developed a framework to promote 
rigorous and relevant education that will 
transform K-12 education for the 21st 
century. The Principles for Learning will be 
used to inform policymakers as they work to 
reauthorize the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act, said Consortium for School 
Networking CEO Keith Krueger During a 
panel discussion on March 9 he noted that 
the six principles aie: 

• Being Literate is at the Core 
of Learning Any Subject. 

• Learning is a Social Act 

• Learning About Learning Establishes 
A Habit of lr>quiry Important in 
Lifelong Learning. 

• Assessing Progress is Part of Learning. 

• Learning Includes Turning Information 
into Krrowledge Using Multiple Media. 

• Learning Occurs in a Global Context. 

The seven organizations are: ACTE; 
Consortium for School Networking; 

National Council for the Social Studies; 
National Council of Teachers of English; 
National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics; National Middle School 
Association; and National Science Teachers 
Association. 0 


Hnkod ID I he needs of employers, said Jane 
Oates, who provided the key note addms 
at NPS on MaiTh 9. The local oiie-siops 
should be de|xnided upon to pro% idc vital 
labor market iiifomuition such as htnv 
many employ i*es art' needed hi particu* 

]ar fields so that programming can 1>e 
geart'd lo address those needs. Oates 
noted that welding programs Uavc been 
left tx'htnd Iw CVI'E, because of funding 
cuts, leaving a void in many areas iliai is 
Ix'ing filled by imported workei's. 

One employer in New Jersey relocated 
to Pennsylvania Ix'cause he coukhi'l find 
the 150 welders he net'ded jbr his business 
locally, she said. In the Gulf Cloasi, em- 
ployers brought in welders from Eastern 
EurofM' Id fill 1 he need for weldei's. This 
disconnect, Oates said, can lx* addressed 
with the use of labor market inlormation 
in dinxliiig funding to GTE prograin- 
ming that can lU'i graduates jobs locally. 

“Small and medium -si zed companies 
an' the futun* of our local economies,’' 
Oau*s said. 

Panel Looks at the Future of GE 

A nunilx'r of organizations an' wtxk- 
ing to improve education out comes, and 
C;TE is playing a role in their elTorts. The 
NO A is ac lively- engaged in a push for 
the implementation ofeomnioii core state 
standards C^ommoii Core State Standards 
Initiative}, mid Dav id ^Vakely'n. program 
director. Education Div ision, NGA Center 
for Best Practices, Wakelyn. on the Clos- 
ing General Session |Mnel on March 10, 
noted that the standards would help stales 
accelerate education nd'orm toward the 
ultimate goal ol'more students graduating 
from high school rt'ady for college and 
work. He noted that the standards would 
also be invaluable Jbr Programs of Study 
Ix'cause it would (sromote course assess- 
ments over units rather than eiid-of- course 
exams: the Ibrmer bc'iiig more helpful in 
providing educators with the in formation 
tiuy need to improve instruct Ion. 

Betsy Brand, executive director, AVPF, 


noted ttiai her organization has bi'eii 
ibe using oil vs hat I he resea re and in- 
novative prograinmiiig say about student 
success. The big goals for students are: 
earning wages that can support a family; 
being civically engaged: and rt'adiiiess 
Ibr lilelotlg learning- Brand said students 
meet these goals through academic 
rigor, enxployabiliiv' skills, technologi- 
cal skills and jx-rsonal motivation. Best 
practice GTE is providing students wiiii 
these skills through programming that 
is academically rigorous; integrated and 
applied science, technology, etigiiiecrillg 
and math ST'EM] learning; engagement 
ill learning; leadership devx'lopmem; the 
arc|uisifion of skills wanted by emplov'ers; 
and accelerated learning opportunities via 
programs such as tech prep, 

NASDCTI'Ec s executive director, 

Kim Greeiu said its priorities include ilie 
developmeiu of good data comparable 
fn>m Slate to stale. Green said the collec- 
tion and use of this data is vital in decision 
making alxHit program improvements 
and which programs stay or are rcmovx'd. 
Green said G'EE also needs to move on 
to common standards that demonstraie 
the enibedded academics in CffE that 
are acceptable from state to state. Those 
standards need to be nationally portable. 
CJreen emjiliasized. 

‘AVe caul have 50 siandanis for 50 
stales,” she said. 

New York C^ity provides an example of 
the fate ofprqiTrams that are not exem- 
plary. Gregg Bt'iheiL executiv e director, 
post sec Olid ary Pathways and Planning, 
N\'C De^xi nine lit of Education, told 
attendees that many (TEE programs will 
be shut down in the tiiy^ this y ear because 
they weren't serving students’ needs. 
Students v^-ereift being graduated and the 
outcomes were poor, he noted. Jbreing the 
mayor and school chancellor to make the 
diJIicult decision. 'The city* will now be 
looking at best practices to imj^lemcnt to 
heljj students meet the desired outcomes, 
Bc'theil said. D 
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